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The SPEAIKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m. and read prayers,

SWEARING-IN OF MEMBERS.
The following members took and sub-
seribed the oath, and signed the roll:—
Hon. P. Collier (Boulder), Miss Holinan
{Forrest), Mr. Hughes (East Perth) and
Mr. Marshall {(Aurchison),

QUESTION—FARMS ABANDONED.

Hon. €. . LATHAM asked the Minis-
ter for Lands: 1, What number of pro-
perties (defaulted secuvities) reverted lo
the Agrienltural Bank during the year
ended 30th June, 1936? 2, What was the
total number of abandoned properties
(Agricultural Bank, Seoldiers’ Scttlemert,
and Group Settlement) in the Bank's pos-
session at 30th June, 19362

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS replied:
1, Seven hundred uand ten reverted to the
Bank (ineluding six withdrawals}. During
that period 230 sales were effected (inclhud-
ing 13 part security sales), and 249 crop-
ping leases and 238 grazing leases arranged.
2, Total 2,791, Of these 842 are af present
leased, and many too poor to offer for sale
are being examined with a view to writing
off the debt and handing back to the TLands
Department.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.

Liewt.-Governor’'s Message.

Message from the Licut.-Governor received
and read transmitting a copy of a despatch
received by him from the President of the
Senate of the Commonwealth of Australia
noiifying that a vacancy had oceurred in the
representation  of  the State of Western
Australia in the Senate, Senator William
Carroll having died on the 13¢h May, 1936,

On wotion by the I'remier ordered: That
Mr, Speaker be requested to confer with
the President of the Legislative Couneil
in order to fix a day and place whercon
and whereat the Legisiative Couneil an!
the Tegislative Assembly, sitting and vot-
ing together, shall ehoose n person to held
th(, place of the Senator whose place las
hecone vaecant.

SITTING DAYS AND HOURS.

On motion by the PREMIER, ordered:
Thut the Flouse, unless otherwise ordered,
shall meet for the despatch of business on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at
4.30 pan, and shall sit until 6.15 p.m. if
necessary, and, if reguisite, from 7.30 p.m.
onwards.

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £€2,200,000,
Messuge.

the Lijcut.-Governor re-
appropria-

Message from
ceived and read reconnnending
tion for the purposes of the Bill.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER (Lon. I*. Collier—Boul-
der) [446]: I move-—

That so much of the Standing Qrders he sus-
pended ns i8 necessary fo enable resolutions
from the Cominittees of Supply and of Ways
and Means to be reported and adopied on the
same day on whieh they shall have passed thesp
Committees, and alse the passing of 2 Supply
Bill through all its stanges in one day, and to
enable the business aforesaid to be entered
upon and dealt with before the Address-in-
reply s adopted.

Question put and passed.

Appointment of Chairman of Committees,

THE PREMIER ([lon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) {447]: As if becomes ncecssary at
this stage to appoint a Chairman of Com-
mittees, T move~—

That the member for Fremantle (Mr. Slee-
man) be appointed Chairman of Committees.

Question put and passed.

In Commitice of Supply.

The House having resolved into a Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Sleeinan in the Chair,
The CHAIRMAN: T thank members for
[he honour they lhave conferred upon me.
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In the pazi wy task has been made eompara-
tively easy hy reason of the assistance that
has been siven fo we by members on both
sides of the House, I feel sure that this
assistance will continue to be rendered to me
by members.

My, Maeshall: Do not be teo opiimistic.

Mr, CHATRMAN: I frust that members
will have no cause tor complaint for having
elected me as Chairman.

THE PREMIER (Hon. I*. Collier—Buul-
dery [449): 1T move—

That there b greanted to His Majesty on
account of the service of the vear ending on
the snth Juneo 1837, @ sum not exceeding
£2.200,000,

Thiz 35 the usual Supply granted at the
opening ol a zession, and authorises expen-
diture to the amount of £2,200,000 pending
the introduction and passing of ihe Esti-
mates. T hope that the Estimates will be
introduced this year earlier than bas heen
the caxe in the past. It is enstomary when
Parliament does not meet until August for
Supply o be spught for three months,
otherwize a  fwrther Bill would he ve-
quired  within two or tiwree weeks.  The
Supply asked for now is made up as fol-
tows:-—Qut of Cousolidated Revenue Fund
£1,300,000, General Loan Fund £600,000,
and Treasurer’s Advance Acegunt £300,000,
making a total of £2200,000, The amount
teyoired from Cenzolidated Revenue, cover-
ing the amouni we anticipate having fo
spend, will he Jaid out as follows:—In
July £470,000, in August £420,000. and in
September  €410,000, making o total of
£1,300.000.  Thi: expenditure does not cover
the amonnts under speeial Acts, sneh as
intevest. [t is estimated that the expendi-
ture from General Loan Fund will be
approximately €200,000 per month, making
a total of €600.000 for the three montls,
The Treasurcr’s advance represents expendi-
ture which, at the time it is incurved, cannot
he c¢harged against either Consolidated Rev-
enne Fund or General Loan Fund, 1t is
made up of monthiy advances to depart-
ments, and involves sums concerning which
it has to be determined later whether they
are to be chareed to General Loan Fund or
to Consolidated Revenue aceount. T do not
know that there is any forther information
1 need offer on this Bill. except to repeat
that T hope to have the Estimates down at
an early date, when the whole position ean
be reviewed. It has been the practice in

vears gone by for Supply to be obtained at
the opening of Parhament, if Parliament
dloes not open hefore the 1st July.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [4.32]:

Whilst | min not going to say anvthing in

respect o the guanting of Supply, T want
te take this opportunity of protesting

awainst  unauthorized expenditure by the
Government. T have frequently told the
Houze that in this (hamber members have
very little control over the finances of the
State. If Mivisters go on, as they have been
doing in the past few months we shail
have less control. 1 notice from the news-
papers that the Government propese to
spendl no less than £84,000 in duplicating
the tramway service running between Bar-
rack-street and Claremont. A really wood
servive oxi-ts there to-dav, and vet, without
consulting the Houwse, the Minister in charge
has made up his mind fo spend £84,000 for
ne gond purpose at all.  The expenditure
cannot earn a penny in additional revenue
hevend what the present serviee hrings in,
Another point to whieh | wish to vefer is
the purehase of an additional steamer, If
the Gevernment are going te adopt that svs-
tem of expending the State's money without
ronsulting us, there will be very little work
fer this Homse to do.  Already this State
has been committed to a laree expenditure.
This has just heen referred {0 by the
Premicr. There is the authurisation of a
loan. on which interest will have te be paid.
an amount for salaries of memhers and also
the expenditure under many Aets of Par-
liament to which the State is already com-
mitted and for which it is providing funds,
Notwithstanding that, we have the Govern-
ment, during the reeess and without aequaint-
ing Pavliament, making provision for this ad-
ditional hage expenditure. Xo mention was
made of it last gession, and there i3 ne men-
tion of it in the Policx Speeeh of the Premier
or in those of Ministers. Tt cannot, there-
fore, he elaimed that the Government have
a mandate from the public for this expendi-
ture.

The Premier: For what?

Hon. €. (r, LATHAM: For the expendi-
tie of the moneyv ta which T am referring.

The DPremier: What money?

Hon, . G. LATHAM: The £84.000 for
duplicating the tramway service, The Gov-
ernment have committed the State to this.
antl 1 find from the newspapers that the
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Minister in charge has already ordered the
trolley buses.

Alr. Cross: Surely we are not going to
stand stil] forever. We must make progress.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
will not stand still forever.

The CHAIRMAN: Qrder!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have also re-
ferred to the authorisation of probably a
quarter of a million pounds for the pur-
chase of a steamer for the North. T am
not saying whether that expenditure is
iustified or not, but the Government might
have waited a little while and sought the
authority of the House.

AMr. Coverley: We have been waiting too
long already.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If that is so, why
did not the hon. member ask the House
for this sumn to be granted last year?

Mr. Sampson: If it is needed now, it was
necded then,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: But there was no
mention of it. The Government eould well
have waited until the House met.

Mr. Coverley: It is not a joh for the
House. )

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the hon. mem-
ber were to get all he waats, there would
be little need for this House to exist.

Mr. Coverley: We eould well do without
you.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The same can he
said of the hon. member. This House has
a right to eontrol the finances of the State.
That is our function. That right is taken
away from even another place. It is left
to members of this Chamber, not fo the
members of the Exceutive, to incur this
expenditure. Members must know that the
House of Commons took away from the
King the right te expend money, but in
this State we are handing that right over
to the Exeeuntive, which authorises the ex-
penditure of money. Ave we here merely
to alter Bills or approve of legislation, o
are we here to control the finances of ihe
State? Ministers should at least have
waited until the House met hefore incur-
ring this expenditure, and shonld have
brought down their proposals to members.
There is no justifeation for scrapping the
tramway service fto Clavemont. This ex-
penditure of £54.00 will not add another
penny to the gencral revenue. There are
r.any ways in which money eould be better

used than in this direction. Our agricul-
turists to-day are in such a deplorable
condition that they are unable to take
advantage of the high price now offering
for wheat. A little while ago I bad the
opportunity of going through the agui-
cultural arveas. I saw farmers trying to
fallow their land when they had no feed
for their stock., Their finances were de-
pleted hecause they suffered a drought last
year. If the Goverument have any inter-
est in the recovery of the State, they
should realise that this money would have
been very useful in providing agricultur-
ists, not only with fodder to enable them
to fallow but with money to enable them
to buy duplieate parts and to replace worn-
out machinery. Western Australin has
done nhothing for this particular industry.
Is it expeeted to make a recovery by dupli-
eating the framway service to Claremont?
Is that going to bring us hack prosperity?
Is it going to be done by buying an addi-
tional steamer for the North-West coast?

Mr. Rodoreda: That will help.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T wish there wure
additional freighis that could be brought
down, T am afraid theve will be less than
was the ease last venr.

Mr. Rodoreda: Do not you think the
position will improve? )

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T hope it will. X
shall not object to this expenditure whan
the proper time comes, but I think theve
are many claims against the Govermment
of a much move important nature that will
be more bencficial to the State. If we
could avail ourselves of the improved price
for our wheat, it would certainly hring
more prosperity to the State and he of
great assistance to the Government.
The money will be absorbed in connection
with unemployed, or those on pari-time em-
ployment, who to-day are causing the Gov-
ernment a great deal of worry. This is
the only opportunily I have of protesting,
and I desire to protest strongly against un-
authorised expenditure by the Government.
Why this undue haste? Only a month or
s0 longer was necded to enable the Govern-
ment to come to Parliament and ask for
authority. They can even ask for authority
in the Supply Bill. The Premier has told
us how the money is to be spent. Presum-
ably £200,000 per month is required for
payment of wages. There must be funds
availahle for that purpose. Nov the mana-
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wor of the State Shipping Serviee cvuld not
have zone to London without some authority,
or without ~omie idea as to how payment is
to he wade for the State ship whieh it is
proposed to purchase. I profest that the
money could have been much better used,
and for the benefit of all sections of the
community. I want to see prosperity re-
established in our agricultural areas as it
has been on the poldfieids. A guarter of a
millien expended in the agrienltural aveas,
ar oven in the South-West, where dairy
farmers are baving o most difficult time,
wouldd materially assist towards the return
of prosperity. T tell hon. members it is
their responsibility to see-that the finances
of the State are controlled. Such control
is not a funetion of the Executive Council,
It is for the Executive Council to come to
Parliaoment for authority. What is the pur-
pose of the Annual Estimates? They came
along last vear, and we anthorised the ex-
penditure of certain monevs as set out in
the Appropriation Act. The same remarks
appiy to the Loan Bill. But in the mean-
time the Government make up their mind,
without authority from the people, for these
subjects were never mentioned—the Stale
ship tor the North-West was never mentioned
even by the Minister for the North-West—
to ingur this expenditure. If the Mimister
for the North-West made op bis mind mean-
time, he might have waited a lirtle longer.
It is up to this Chamber to do what the
people expect us to do, and that is to keep
control of the finanecs. The Premier, how-
ever, needs Supply; and I do not propose
to prevent him from getting it. Supply is
essential.  YHowever, T take this opportunity
of protesting agninst expenditure which
might well have waited untdl Parliament
net.

THE PREMIER (Hon. . Collier—Boul-
der} [5.3}: Witk what interest we have lis-
tened io the sweet innocence of the Leader
of the Opposition in protesting against un-
authorised expenditure! Why, the hon. gen-
tleman was a member of a Government that
authorised smms immeasurably larger than
those he is now complaining ahout, without
Parliamentary authorisation,

Hon. C. ;. Latham: What were they!

The PREMIER: T will tell the hon.
menther.

Hon, €. 6. Latham: AH right; tell me.

The PREMIER: 1f he was not a member
of the CGovernment I refer to, af least he

was an uctive supporter of the Government
in guestion who launched the group settle-
ments in the South-West, which have cost
this State over £6,000,000—Ilaunched them
without Parliasmentary authority; without
any authority whatever,

Hon, C. G. Latham: Parliament did give
anthority.

The PREMIER: XNot until the scheme
had been launched and the State was com-
mitted to it. Yon. members opposite cannot
pat that sert of thing over me; I have been
here too long. The group settlement scheme
was launched without Parliament ever being
consulted, and Parliament was commitied to

it without ever having authorised it, Who
started the Harvey drainage diversion

scheme in the South-West, which has cost
hondreds of thousands of pounds—started
it withont any Parliamentary authorityv?
L¥id Parlinment approve of that scheme?

Hon. C. G, Latham: Yes,

The PREMIER: It did not.

Hon., C. G. Latham: Yes, it did.

The PREMIER : Only after having been
committed to it. Parliamentary authority
was not asked in the first place. Every
Adminmstration of Western Australia has
had to commit itself to expenditure without
Parlinmentary  anthority, depending upon
being able to justify the commitments made,
1f Parliament is in recess for six or seven
or cight months of the year and important
matters come along, are the Government to
sit down and say that they ean do nothing,
that they are heipless wntil Parliament
meets? If oceasion zrises for the provision
of a new State ship for the North-West
after the session has closed, are the Gov-
ernment to sit down and say, “We can do
nothing until Parlinment meets”? This is
a new-found virtue of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Mz, Raphael: The only virtue he has!

The PREMIER : The hon. gentleman ob-
jects to the expenditure of monev without
Parliamentary authorisation. If I had time
I would be able te produce figures showing
that the Government of which he was a mem-
ber

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is plenty of
time.

The PREMIER: There will be plenty
of time fo-morvow and the day after. I
shall be able to produce figures showing
that the Government of whieh the Leader
of the Opposition was a member committed
the State fo the expenditure of huge sums




og T e

of money without any authorisation what-
ever. I repeat, this is a new-found virtue
on the part of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, objecting to the Government commit-
ting the State to the expenditure of money
without Parliamentary authorisation. Let
him look up the Harvey drainage deviation
scheme.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I will ook it up
directly.

The PREMIER: Hundreds of thousands
of pounds have been spent on that devia-
tion, and the only return the State has got
from it is in the form of eompensation elaims
from some of the settlers concerned. I re-
iterate, there is the group settlement scheme
to which the State was committed without
any DParliamenfary authorisation whatever.
The hon. member, as a matter of fact, was
a member of the Administration which
staried the Nornalnp seitlement scheme with-
out any Purliamentary anthorisation. He
will remember my criticism of that scheme
while T was occupying the seat in which he
now sits, cviticism on the ground that the
Government in question embarked on the
scheme without first eonsulting Parliament,

Myr. Thorn: Why have vou not lived up
ta that?

The PREMIER: And now the Leader of
the Opposition is complaining that the pre-
sent. Government are committing Parlia-
ment and the State to cxpenditure with-
out anthorisation. Qf course the hon. gentle-
man knows that what he has uttered is old
elapirap, whieh has been heard in this Cham-
ber for 30 years past. The hon. member
knows perfectly well that no Ministry ecan
go on, with the House in recess for six or
seven months of the year, without commit-
ting the State to some form of expenditure
without the authority of Parfiament. The
hon. member knows perfectly well that if
the Government do wrong in that direction,
Parliament has the remedy.

Hon. €. (. Latham: What is it?

The PREMIER: To put the Government
out of office. That is the remedy. This is
too belated a ery altogether, ahout lack of
Parliamentary authority. I ask members
for the North-West—one at any rate of
them doos not belong to onr party—what
iz the objection to the purchase of another
State ship? In everv election for the last
six or nine vears the Party opposite has com-
mitted itself to the policy of State ships
on the North-West coast.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: But not to the pur-
chase of new ships without authority.

The PREMIER : Well, what are we to do
when old ships are worn out? Is the North-
West to go without ships? ,

Hon. C, G. Tatham: We would ask Par-
liament for authority.

The PREMIER: Hon, members opposite
covnmitted themselves to the policy of State
ships for the North-West. I ecould quote
“Hansard” for hours to show that mem-
bers upposite have committed themselves to
that policy. At one election, during which
1 visited the North-West, T saw placards
everywhere proclaiming, “We, the National
Party. stand for State ships for the North-
West.” They have fought elections on that
declaration, and have won elections on it.
And now the Leader of the Opposition com-
plains ahout our arranging to purchase a
State ship for the North-West, Daes he say
we should wait for Parliamentary authority
when an old ship is worn out and there has
baen a wreck on the North-West coast? Does
he say that the North-West is to remain
without shipping aceommodation? 1 like
this idea of Parliamentary autharity. Why,
the policy of the Opposition gives the pre-
sent Government authority to provide ships
for the North-West {rade.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We gave you author-
ity to spend money for the agriendturists,
and you have not spent it.

The PREMIER: It is useless fo try to
switech away from the North-West to the
agrieultural areas. I venture to say that
the hon. member will eontinue to support
State ships as he has done during past years.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I amn not against the
purchase of a new ship.

The PREMIER: But without authoritv?®
In order to make a business deal are we to
wait six or eight months for Parliamentary
authority to spend the money? The hon.
gentleman knows perfectly well that every
Ministry has to decide questions arising dur-
ing the six or eight months of the recess,
and must not sit down and wait six or eighg
months for Parliament to meet. Would any
husiness man wait in that way for author-
itv? Of eourse not. The outhurst of the
Leader of the Opposition represents merely
a new-found spasm of virtme in this diree-
tion. The Government of which he was
a member indulged in the same practice
extensively. In fact, all Governments have
done so, and of necessity. No Administra-
tion can sit down and wait for months and
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months until Parliament meets to obtain
authority to do things which, in the judg-
ment of the Administration, oughi to be
done. Tf the eourse the Leader of the Op-
position suggests were adopted, great losses
might be incurred by the people in the
North-West. If a cartage subhsidy invelv-
ing, say, £20,000 is requested, iz the Min-
istry to say, “\We have no authority”?

Han. C. G. Latham: Now justify
Claremont alterations.

The PREMIER: That matter can he
dealt with on its merits.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is all 1 ask you
to do,

The PREMIER: 1 veniure to say that
at least that work will hold its own with
the ITarvey drainage deviation scheme.

The Minister for Mines: All we have got
from that deviation up to date is applica-
tions for eompenszation; we have got no
revenue.

The PREMIER: The complaint of the
Leader of the Opposition was based not on
any particular instance, but on the prin-
ciple of the Government spending the State’s
money without Parliamentary authorisation.

Hon. C. @. Latham: On unnecessary ex-
penditure too.

The PREMIER: The Claremont scheme
will stand on its own, just as will—let
me remind the Leader of the Opposition
—a great many schemes involving the
expenditure of hundreds of thousands of
pounds in agricultural arveas. Indeed, I ean
go further and say that millions of pounds
have been spent on sueh schemes in agrienl-
tnral areas,

Hon, C. G. Latham: You are thinking of
Forrestania.

The PREMIER: No. That is a tinpot
little thing compared with some of those
other schemes on which money has been
lavished.

Hon. C. G. Lathom: We know it cost close
on half a million, anyway.

The PREMIER: T merely say, in reply to
the Leader of the Opposition, that un-
authorised expenditure is essential to (iov-
ernments unless Parliament meets hefore the
end of the financial vear and the financial
proposals are brought forward. Has there
ever been in this State, or in any other Aus-
tralian State, or in the Commonwealth arena,
a Ministry that has not incurred espendi-
ture, or committed the State or the Com-
monwealth, as the case may be. to expendi-
ture, without Parliamentary authorisation?

the

Of course not. Kvery Government has
adopted that expedient—every Common-
wealth Government and every State Govern-
ment. Every Government this State lhas
had has adopted that course. They will con-
tinee to do o beeause it is necessary. Fven
the Government of which the Leader of the
Oppositien was a member and Governments
that he supported before he became a Min-
ister did so, and every Government in the
future will find it neeessary fo aect along
these lines,

HON. ¢. ¢. LATHAM (York) ({3.16]:
Of course the Premier has merely tried io
ridienle the views 1 expressed. He has not
supplied any sound argument or solid reply
to what | lave contended. He has en-
deavoured to cloud the issue by making the
assertion that I supported a Government, or
was a member of a Government, that actually
did what T am profesting against now.
Theve is no analogy between the two cir-
cumstances. The Premier referred to the
Harvey drainage seheme, but he is perfectly
aware of the diffieulty the Government of
the day experienced in providing employ-
ment in avenues that did not necessitate the
expenditure of much money on equipment,
plant and material, There is no comparison
between the two actions. Even so, was that
action any more ridiculous than that of the
Minister for I.ands who cleared blocks of
land that people are leaving to-day in their
hundreds ?

The Minister for Lands: T did not elear it,

Hon. C. . LATHAM : The Minister went
through the South{West and took people off
certain biocks hecause he considered there
was no virtne in elearing such land, and
placed them on holdings in the Bussclton,
Margaret River and other areas. Yet to-day
those people ave leaving the blocks to whieh
thev lrad heen transferred.

The Minister for Lands: And the blocks
will he ¢leared.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am not protest-
ing against the Government providing em-
ployment woere it is necessary, but the ex-
penditure of the monev to which I have
taken exception will not result in one dav’s
work for any individual in the State,

The Premier: Which money?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The £250,000 that
is to be spent on a new boai. OFf cowse,
there is no hurry for that expenditure. As
regards the duplication of the transport
tacilities te Claremnont and the provision of
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trolley buses, [ admit that eertain parts of
the trolley buses will be manufactured at the
Midland workshops, but 1 contend that that
proposed duplication of the transport ser-
vice is not justified, and there are many
other avenues of expenditure that could be
utderfaken with greater advantage. 1 do
not oppese the State Shipping Servive.
That is not my attitude at all. On the
other hand, nothing has happened in con-
nection with the shipping serviee that
necessitates such an expenditure.

The Minister for Mines: Only that one
of the boats has been wrecked.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the Premier
suggests that the psyehologieal moment for
the purchase of a new ship had arrived,
the faets are that six months agoe the cir-
cumstances for the purchase of a vessel
were more favourable than fhey are to-
day. At that time he could have secured
a subsidy in England to assist in the pur-
chase of a vessel.

The Premier: We took steps six months
ago.
Hon, C. 6. LATHAM: Why did net the
Premier inform the House?

Mr. Raphael: The House was not sitting.

Hou. €. (. LATHAM: T rvefer to the
timo I was in Engtand, when money could
have been obtained at a mueh eheaper rate.

The Minister for Mines: But the hoat
was not wreeked fthen,

Hon. C. (i, LATHAJ: Which boat?

The Minister for Mines: The Min-
deroo.”’

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And that vessel
has been replaced.

The Minister for Mines: Nothing of the
kind.

Hon, . Gi. LATHAM: Of course it has.
Fven so, are we to replace every ship that
is wrecked on the North-West coast? Is
that the poliey of the Minister for Mines?

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hou. €. (i. LATHAM: Of course not.
Why then does the Minister advance such
an argument’ T have never opposed the
provision of ships for the North-Vest
coast, nor do I oppose that policy now.

The Premier: No, vou just want the ser-
viee fo die.

Hon. ¢ G. LATHAM: Nothing of the
sort.

The Premier: Of conrse you do.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is a cheap
way for the Premier to get out ol it, merely
to say that I want the service to die. As
to his remarks about group settlement,
the Premier knew all about it.

The Premier: After atl had been signed,
sealed and delivered.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is not su,
The Premier endorsed the scheme and he
went to IEngland and secured a letter
agreement.

The Premier: I did not.

Hon. C. . LATHIAM : Not only did the
Premier go to England and seeure a better
agreement, but when he returned to the
State he embarked npon even greater ex-
penditure.  If he desires to condemn the
vroup settlement seheme, and to blame
members who sit on the Opposition side of
the House in this Parliament, he must re-
member his own share in the undertaking
and aecept his measure of vesponsibility,
In faet, he should accept more of the re-
sponsibility than should members on this
side of the House.

The Premier: Not at all,

Hon. C. . LATHAM: I did not want to
go into this matter, hut the Premier raised
the issue. His Government spent £1,230,000
a vear for not less than three years hefore
the present Minister for Lands took over.

The Premier: But we were committed (o
the expenditure.

Hon. C. G- LATHAM: How ean the Pre-
ntier say he was comuitted, when he went
to England and signed a new agreement?
The Premier knows quite well what was
done; he knew all about it. Nevertheless
he endeavours to Dbinff members of this
Chamber by the remarks that he has made.
There would have heen no excuse for me
to raise objections to the expenditure of
the funds I have referred to, il the money
were to be utilised in the provision of em-
ployment.  Doubtless the Premier las
found it diffieult to provide emplovment,
and if the money had been for that
purpose, nothing would have been said. On
the other hand, I will do my best, with
the #id of members sitting on the Opposi-
tion side of the Ilouse, to prevent the
duplication of the tramway service at an

expenditure of €840, of which not
one penny iz Justiied.  Only a Jittle
while  aga  one of the lines was
lilted and shifted at  considerable ex-
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pense. 1 do mnot believe the Premier
was consulted in that undertaking: Had he
been consulted, I do not think he would
have agreed to commit the State to that ex-
penditure. Tf money is to be spent in pro-
viding employment, let it be spent else-
where and not in the daplication of an
already existing service. The Premier can-
not justify that particular expenditure.

The Premier: Can I not?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course the
Premier cannot. Everyone knows Lhat the
cheapest form of transport in the ciiy is
the tramway scrvice,

Mr. Cross: No, the trolley bus.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: What does the
hon. member know about it. He may have
heen a “trammie,” but he does not know that
on the one experiment we fried there wos a
loss at the rate of £1,500 a year.

Mr. Cross: I drew attention to the posi-
tion three years ago.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
has interjected without any knowledge what-
ever of the position. If he were awarc of
the facts, he would not interject. 1 ean
see that we are in for an interesting time
this session if we may judge from this open-
g, but T will not allow the Premier to get
away with this sort of statement. Ile re-
ferred to the Nornalup seheme. He krew
that the object of that was to place unem-
ployed married men in work.

AMre. Raphacl:  JMiles away from their
homes.

AMr. Withers: And isolated in the bush.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: Do theze members
want everyone to live in the cities? They
would very soon starve if people were not
out in the back country.

Mr. Withers: And they are starving now.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Some of them are
doing very well. They made a good deal out
of tobaceo this vear. Decidedly the Premier
knows that 80 mcn or so were given a
chance in the Nornalup scheme. We get into
trouble Irrespective of what we do! If we
put men on cutting grass on the footpaths
and so keep those individuals in the cily,
we get into trouble. If we send men out to
Nornalup to get them away from the city
and give them something to do, we get into
trouble just the same. The Minister for
Lands stated that half the living of the
people came from the land, and that very
argument justified the Nommalup scheme.
We paid married men with families more
than £2 a week, and we were condemned for

doing s0. I do not raise any objeetion to
the Supply Bill, but the Premier has not
replied to the points mentioned. He en-
deavoured to create the impression in the
minds of North-West members that I oppose
the shipping servies, whereas the faets are
that the party with which I am associated
has always regarded the State ships for the
north in the same light as the railways for
the agrienltural areas,

The Premier: Millions have been spent
in the South-West.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And the Prewier
knows who spent that money.

The Premier: Yes, your Government.

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: And the Premier
endorsed the work and went to England
where he fixed up a better agreement.

The Premier: I had to improve on the
wrebched agreement your Party sceured.

Hon. C. ¢t. LATHAM: And the Premier
proceeded to spend at the rate of £1,250,000
a year when he came back and did not seem
able to stop. The Minister for Lands can-
not stop either.

The Premier: Did I go with a free hand?
Of course not, T was tied by the agree-
ient made by the previous Government.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was ratified by
Parliament. No agreement requiring rati--
fication by Parliament is binding until it
receives the sanetion of Parliament, and I
do not remember hearing one word of pro--
test from the present Premier.

The Premier: You must have heen asleep..

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: However, I raised.
two points only. 1 claimed there was no-
undoe haste necessary regarding the pur-
chase of a new hoat for the North-West
and Parliament should have been asked to.
authorise the expenditure in the usunal way..
No doubt that authority would have beecn
granted by members. As it is, Parlia-.
ment has no control over expenditure..
Members on the Government side of the
House are prepared to back the Executive
and that means bureaucratic government,.
not democratic. I warn members accordingly,

The Premier: That is a new idea.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Bureaucratic gov--
ment by a Lahour Government!

The Premier: You have just discovered
this?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I have known that
it has been going on for a long while, and
I have taken the first opportunity in this
Parliament to say that I will not allow the:
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Government unnecessarily to spend the
people’s money without securing the au-

thority of Parliament,

MR. HUGHES {(Last Perth) [5.28]:
With what the Premier and the Leader of
the Opposition have said to one another dur-
ing the debate, I entively agree. On the
guestion of the group scttlements, it was Sir
Jumes Mitchell who inaugurated the scheme
at o cost to this State of £6,000,000. Iu re-
turn for that cost to the State, at the earliest
opportunity the Premier gave that man the
best job in the State at a salary of £2,000 a
year. And we pay in £2,000 a year to wipe
it off! To make that improvement, men have
been put on the groups and have been pmt
oft again. 1 do not wish to entir into any
recrimination= regarding the past. 1 agree
with the Leader of the Opposition that it i~
the funetion of Parhament to say, at the
earliest opporfunity, in what manner public
funds shall be spent, and 1 propose to move
an amendment to the clause,

Hon. C. Gi. Latham: You are too early.

The Preinier: Yes, the Bill will come
Jater on; we wre not dealing with elauses
now,

Mr. HUGHES: | shall bring the matter
forward at a later stage.

MR. SAMPSON {(Swan) [3.30]: I sub-
mit that wembers have been criticised hy
implieation by the Vremier in respect to the
need for an additional State steamer. Time
afier time members on both wides have
stressad the need for an additional stemmer
for the North-West coast, and always there
has heen more or less an approval of the
suggestion that an additional steamer was
necessary. Of my own knowledge, T can say
that if another steamer had heen operating
on the North-West and Northern coast dur-
ing the past 12 months or two years, there
would he better trade than is the case to-
day. In Darwin the position is that the
steamer does not call sufficiently frequently
and, as a result, the great bulk of the trade
previously done by this State has been lost
to the Eastern States. Only a few days ago
T made inguiries in Darwin and was advised
that, whercas previously supplies of certain
manufactures were obtained in this State,
those lines are now obtained from Syvdney.
There is no question about that and if anv
member disputes it I can give the names of
the commodiliex and fhe firms who have

ceasedd placibg  orders with Woestern Aus-
tralian manuotacturers.

Mr. Coverley interjected.

Mr. SAMPSON: L can assure the hon,
member, than whowm none probably kinows
the North-West better, thut that is s», and
he will agree with me that another steamer
was necessary manv months age. Hence it
is futile to submit to us that this need sud-
denly arose. Time after time the need has
been wentioned here, and members of the
Government appeared to regard the sugges-
tion with a complacent and approving spirit.
The Leader of the Opposition is perfectly
right.  The matter could have been bhronght
forward many months ago, and I am sure,
hatl that been done, the approval of Parlia-
ment to the punrchase of another hoat would
have been given. There is no need o sav
that the State vescels provide a service to
the North equivalent to that of the railways
in the South. They provide an excellent
service, and I would he one of the last
to take o different view. The position, un-
fortunately, is that when the Governmnent do
decide to do nnything, they either keep the
matter o close secret ov, when Jater on action
is taken, many months pass hefore any real
progress is made. The position regarding
electric current is a case in point; it thor-
onghly bears out the statement I have made.
The amount of £84,000 to be expended for
the provision of trolley buses and other
equipment iz another example of unneves-
sary expenditare of public wmoney. 1t has
heen pointed out by the people most con-
cerned—the residents of Claremont and dis-
triet—that private enterprise is prepared to
supply the necessary transport and that sueh
transport would be warmly welcomed and
would present advantages in  comparizon
with the proposed trolley bus service. In
spite of the need for money in s0 mauy quar-
ters, the Goverument have thrown aside the
obligation to subwit the proposal to Par-
lizment and have gone ahead, and T say they
have done an Injustice to private enterprize
who were prepared to do what was neces-
sary. T will not labour the question; it is
an old, ¢ld question. We lay tramways and
we root them up. Then we put down some-
thing else, and thus we are constantly add-
ing to our loan indehtedness, though there
are in the State plenty of people with suffi-
cient money to do what is neeessary in the
way of providing many of these public
works. The Premier and his Ministers load
themselves  with  blaine unnecessarily and



f11 Accrst, 1936.] 33

bring upon themeelves doubt and misgivings
because they dn something which, were they
operating a bhusiness, they would not do.
They should consider the financial aspeet.
Since transport eonveniences are usually or
frequently a souree of loss, and since all
Governments require money for essential
public services, they chould leave the pro-
vision of transport to private enterprise,
particutarly in a case like this where so many
of the people vitally interested nrge that the
Government should take that course. Sup-
pose previous Governments had done wrong,
we are not here worshipping at the shrine
of any past Government. We are here
striving to the utmost of our ability to do
what iz vight. The Premier, however, en-
deavonred to shelter himself hehind some
alleged wrong-doing on the part of a pre-
vious Government. Every Government is
subject to eriticism and none more so than
the present Government, because, in spite
of the wrong-doing of the past, thev per-
sizt in it. T say there is no justification for
arguing that, heeause in the dim long age
some Government did wrong, the present
Government should persist in adopting a
similar eourse.

The Premicr: Exeept the stupid things
von did when Minister for a while.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is easy for the Pre-
mier to make offensive remarks without sub-
mitting with them some intelligent state-
ment.  Therefore T shall not be offended.
I will take it that he is hard-pressed for a
reply. Remarks more or less in defamation
of me will not cause any great anxiety. As
to what T did or did not do, if the Premier
ean find in that some justification for a con-
tinuanee of wrong-doing, God bless him; T
shall not deprive him of that small eon-
zolation.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S, W Munsie-—Hannans) [3.37]: T wish
to =av a word or two on the objection raised
by the Leader of the Opposition and his col-
league on the subject of unanthorised ex-
penditure for a State steamer. Duing the
course of fhe hon. member's remarks, T in-
terjecled that since we were last in ses-
sion, one of the hoats trading on the North-
West coast had heen wrecked. T referred to
the “Minderoo.” The hon. member mu=t know
that the **Minderoo” and its sister ships
are running on the North-West coast under
perntits from the Commonwealth Govern-
nment, relieving them of ohservance of the

condilions under the Navigation Act. When
the “Minderon” was disabledd and beeame a
wreek, either another permit had to be issued
to the company or the State had to give a
guarantee that another boat would be placed
on the voast. 1 should like to know whether
the Government’s action would have heen
appreciated had they sat down and refu=ed
to make any statement as to duplicating the
present serviee on the ¢oast until Parlia-
ment met, sceing that the Commonwealth
CGovernment had given us a certain period
in which to say ves or no: otherwise an-
other permit to the compuny would have
heen approved and issued.

Hon. C. (. Latham; You know it is only
an annnal permit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: When
once a permit is granted
Hon. C. G. Latham: A vearly permit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
right; the company have the permits and
how many years have they had them?

Hon. €. G. Latham: Permits have heen
caneelled from time to time.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: The hon.
menber satd that the wreeked boat had been
replaced. What with? Is that the kind of
hoat members opposite wish to see in the
North-West trade, 0 eargo steamer with no
aceommadation for passengers and with no
refrigevator spnee?  That is the clase of
hoat put on the coast without a permit he-
cause it is not complying with the condi-
fions, Ts that the kind of boat members
desire? At Cuahinet meeting after Cabinet
meeting, the Chief Secretary presented let-
ters written by him to the Commonwealth
Government, together with replies from the
Commonweallh  Government stating defin-
itely that we had to say yes or no. "The
Government would have been lacking in
their duty, knowing the opportunity then
presented to get some finance towards the
provision of a new boat, had they jet the
time o by and waited for Parliament to
meet and be informed that we were think-
ing of putting another boat on the North-
West coast.  Any Government, irrespective
of party, that adopted such a2 eourse wonld
not he worthy of governing this or any
other eountry. That is all T wish to sax on
the question.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.41}: I
had ne intention of speaking again but
the remavks of the Minister for Mines
compel me to rveply to  his statement-.
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The Minister did not tell members all there
is to be told. He knows that the permifs
granted by the Commonwealth Government
are annual permits and that the ship will not
be out here for at least 12 months. Con-
sequently, whut harm could it have done?
The permit has been granted tor 12 months.
The conditions as regards passengers are
totally different——

The Premier: If a permit is granted for
a ship to come here and the eompany huild
a ship, it would mean that the annual per-
mit would have to be renewed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, those permits
have been cancelled from time te time.

The Premier: Not so.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I say so
definitely. Permits were cancelled when
we were in office. The Commonwealth Gov-
crnment issue the permits and eancel them
from time to time. The permits arve granted
for 12 months only. The conditions are
totally different as regards passengers, as
the Minister for Mines knows. One-half
of the people coming from the North nowa-
days come down by car.

Mr. Coverley: That shows how liitle you
know about it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know the roads
that are being built, cne of them from
Meekatharra, and the expenditure that is
being ineurred from Yuna northwards, and
T know that there are air services twice
weekly which bring down passengers. The
population of the North is not s6 numerous
that the ships are going to he loaded haek-
wards and forwards.

Mr. Coverley: During the last six months
every boat has been full.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Due to the fact
that the meat works have heen operating,
and to tourist traffic.

The Premier: You do net believe in an-
other State ship at all?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I did not say any-
thing of the kind.

The Premier: Then what is your argu-
ment about?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : That the authori-
sation of Parliament should have been
obtained. Anyone would think, from the
argument of the Minister for Mines, that
once jthe permit was granted, no other
permit could be granted.

The Minister for Mines: I would not jike
our chanee of getting it.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: T say that per-
mits have heen caneelled from time to time.
1 think the Minister for the North-West
should hunt up the records.

The Minister for Agriculture: I wish yon
would make sure first of all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am speaking
from knowledge; the Minister is interject-
ing from gnesswork. I know enough to say
that the Minister would have led members
astray hy indieating that the permit was
granted forever. He knows that it is only
an annual permit.

The Minister for Mines: I admitted that
it was granted for 12 months.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Well, it could
have gone for 12 months., This money could
better have been expended on assisting some
of the industries, and thus helping to bring
back prosperity to the State, The point I
revert to is that no herm could have been
done had the Government waited until Par-
ltament met,

The Minister for Agriculture: It was very
urgent.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Everything the
Minister does is very urgent. T shall have
somothing to say regarding some of his
actions later on, The Supply Bill must go
through, hut I shall watch all legislation
closdly.

Question put and passed.

Resolution and the report

adopted.

reported,

Committee of Ways and Means.

The JTouse having resolved into Commit-
tee of Ways and Means, Mr. Sleeman in the
Chair,

The PREMIER: I move—

That towards wmaking good the Supply
granted to His Majesty for the services of the
Yyear ending 30th June, 1937, a sum not exceed-
ing £1,300,000 he granted out of Conselidated
Revenue, £660,000 from the General Loan Fund,
and £300,000 from the Public Acconnts for the
purpose of temparary advances to be made by
the Treasurer.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reported, and
adopted.

the report

Bill Introduced.
In accordance with the foregaing resolu-
tion, Bill introduced, and read a first time.

Second Heading.

On motion by the Premier, Bill read a
seeond time.
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In (Committee,

Ar. Sleeman in the Chair; the Premier
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Iszsue and application of
£2,200,000—agreed to.

Clause 2—Sums available for purposes
voted by the Legislative Assembly:

Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendmenf—

That the following provise be added to the
clause:—Provided that out of the aforesaid
sum of £1,300,000 out of the Consolidated Hey-
enue Fund there shall be issucd and applied
for reliet of unemployment and/or for the pro-
vision of work ln relief of unemployment and
for no other purpose the sum of £200,000, being
approximately the amount collected and due to
be collected under the provisions of the Finan-
cinl Emergeney Tax Act from the st July,
1936, te the #0th September, 1936, inclusive.

The CITAIRMAN: I regret to say that I
¢annot aceept the amendment.

Mr. HUGHES: Why not?

The CHAIRMAN: 1t is out of order; it
confliets with the Constitution Aect,

Mr. HUGHES: On what grounds?

The CHATRMAN: It conHicts with Sub-
section 8 of Section 46 of the Constitution
Act.

Mr. HUGHES: Then T shall have to dis-

agree with your ruling.

Liissent from Chairman’s
AMe. Hughes: T move—

Rutinyg.

That the Committee dissents from the Chair-
man’s ruling.

The Speaker resumed the Chair.

The Chairman: The member for Hast
Perth submitted a proviso to Clause 2 of the
Supply Bill and 1 raled it out of order be-
canse it conflicted with Subsection 8 of Sec-
tion 46 of the Constitation Act.

Mr. Huglies: T very much regret that one
of my first acts in the Fouse should be fo
disagree with the ruling of the Chairman of
Commiitiees a gentleman for whom I have
the greatest respect and the one man in
Western Australia to whom I am deeply
erateful for what he has dene for me in the
past. It would seem an act of ingratitude
to challenge his ruling, but T am sure that
he is particularly broad-minded. and will
dissaciate any personal feeling from my
action on such an abstract subject as pro-
cedure. The hon. member 15 a layman with
a very fine legal mind and a gentleman who,
I am sure, would have made a c¢apable
lawyer had he eaved to adopt the law as a

profession rather than become a politician.
On this oceasion 1 think be is putting a
somewhat too restricted meaning on the see-
tion of the Constitution Aect on which he has
hased lis deeision. This section veads—

A vote, resolution, or Bill for the appropriu-
tion of revenne or moneys shall not be pussed
uttless the purpose of the appropriatien has in
the same session been recommended by message
of the Governor to the Legislative Assembly.
We have already had a Message from the
Governer asking the House to appropriate
a certain snm of money for carrving on the
parposes of the Government, but in that
Message there is no specification of the pur-
poses Tor which that money is required. The
Leader of the Opposition drew the inference
that certain of that money was to he applied
to the purchase of a steamship, while the
member for Vietoria Purk appeared to get
ot and hothered about the tramway to
Claremont.

AMr, Raphael: 1| can look after my=elf;
vou look after vourseif.

Me. Speaker: Order!

Mr. Hughes: 1 am gnite capable of look-
ing after myself.

Mr, Speaker: Order!

My, Hughes: [n & general way, the
Message mevely refers to the appropriation
of a sum of money without specifying the
partienlar purpeses Lo which that moeney
shall be applied. If such were contrary to the
Constitution, we weuld not be in order in
passing the original motion moved. Having
agreed to nake available in a genoral way
a certain amount of money to be expended
in earryving on the functions of government
in the interim, T submit that the House is
well within its rights in saying that of that
money a certain amount shall be applied in
a specific way.  If that were not so, the
position would be that, having got a naked
appropriation of a large sum of money, the
Governor woul@ not issue his warrant for
the expendifure of any of that money he-
cause the purposes had not heen set out in
the Governor's warrant: and to put an ex-
treme technical meaning on the amendment
I have moved, as the Chairman of Commit-
tees lias done, simply means that attached to
the Supply Bill there should be a schedule of
all the heads of expenditure, the divection in
which it iz proposed te use this money,
All that the Constitution Aet requires is, I
think, that there shonld be in a general wav
a message from the Governor asking for
the appropriation of certain monexs for the
purpo~e of carrying on the husiness of the
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country. In the ordinary course of events
T would not have taken the extreme step
of moving to disagree with the Chairman’s
ruhing, but the guestion is one of the most
important in the State. Although we bave
cemerged from the depression, and are now
in the heyday of prosperity
Mr. Mann: Oh, ave we!
My, Hughes: I can only refer members
te the Premier’s London eahle. We have
thiy sitnation, mul want rampant all around
us. It is owing to the seriousness of the
position that I have taken this dirastie step.

Point of Order.

The Minisier for Lands: On a point of
order. Js the hon. member diseussing the
motion hefore the Chair, or some other
motion? He has moved that the Chair-
man’s ruling he disagreed with on certain
grounds. Is the hon. member entitled to go
heyond that subjeect, or must he not stick
to the motion before the Chair?

Mr. Speaker: The Minister for Lands has
asked for a ruling as to whether the hon.
member for East Perth is in order. Of
course the hon. member—and he knows it—
must diseuss the matter hefore the Chair,
which is that the Chairman’s rnling he dis-
agread with. If the hon. member has de-
parted from the strict motion, I hope he
will not do so again.

Dissent Reswmed.

Mr, Hughes: The last time I was dis-
enssing  the Constitution Aet in  this
House—

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member will con-
fine himself to the motion before the Chair.

Mr, Hughes: I submit that one is entitled
to deal with the aspect, not only of the Con-
stifution, but also of the necessary implica-
tions as the result of the Chairman’s ruling.
If one he not allowed to deviate a little from
the strict matter of the grounds npon which
the motion is based, it will be impossible
to disenss any such constitufional subject af
all. However, I am sorry the Minister for
Lands wants to burke this question by hid-
ing hehind trivial teehnicalities. T am more
coneerned with the welfare and the human-
ity of the people I represent, than with
musty old precedents and trivial technieal-
ities that might be bronght forward. In con-
¢lusion, I suhmit that the Chairman of Com-
mittees on this occasion is in error in the
interpretation he has placed on that section

of the Constitution, and thai, baving ap-
propriated this money for general purposes,
the Government would have sufficient auth-
ority to discuss the question and be within
the provisions of Subsection 8 of Section
46 of the Constitution Aet. It is with great
reluetance and my apologies to the Chair-
man of Committees that 1 move my motion.

Mr. Speaker: Is there any seconder to the
motion?

Mr. McDonald: T will formally second it.

Mr. Bleeman: I can assure the member
for East Perth or any other member that I
take no umbrage when a member moves to
disagree with my ruling. After all, the
Chairman is only human, and sometimes I
think I am a very poor human being at that.
Certainly I wonld not pretend that all my
rulings are correct, but on this occasion it
seems to me that the member for East Perth
in his desire to do something for someone,
has been a little hasty in trying to get it in
at this stage, when it is quite out of order.

Hon. C. G. Latham interjected.

Mr. Sleeman: The motive behind the hon.
member’s motion is ne warrant that the
motion is correct and in order,

Mr. Speaker: That remark ig not in order
either,

My, Sleeman: I ¢laim that under the Con-
stitution Aect the imotion of the member for
East PPerth is not in order.

Mr. Speaker: Order! The member for
Murchison will put away that newspaper.

Mr. Sleeman: I took the precaulion to
look up “May,” a Parliamentary authority
dear to the heart of the memher for East
Perth when previously he was in this House.
“May"™ on page 531 of the 13th cdition, says
this:—

The Committee may vote or refuse a grant or

may reduee the amount thereof, either by a re-
duction of the whole grant or hy the omission
or reduction of the items of expenditure of
which the grant is compased; but the Commit-
tee have no other funetion.
So not only does the hon. member's motion
sonflict with the Constitution. but we also
have #“May,” that great authority, to
say that on this oceasion the Chainnan’s
ruling was correct.

Speaker's Ruling.

My, Speaker: The hon. member for BEast
Perth has moved an amendmeni in the form
of a proviso as follows:—

Provided that ont of the aforesaid fund of

ane million three hundred thousand pounds out
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund there shall
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Je issued awl applied for the relief of unem-
ployment andsor for the provision of work in
relief of unemployment and for mo other pur-
posce the sum of two hundred thousand pounds,
being approximately the amount collected and
due to be colleeted under the provisions of the
Finaucial Emergency Tax Act from the 1st
July, 1936, ta the 30th Scptember, 1936, inclu-
sIve,

That provizn has been ruled out of order by
the Chairman of Committees, following on
which the member for East Perth has moved
that the Chairman’s ruling be disagreed
with. As has been already stated by the
Chairman of Committees, “Aay” sets out
the funetions of a Committee, as follows:—

The Committee may vote or refuse a grant

or may reduee the amount thereof either by a
reduction on the whole grant or by the omission
or reduetion of the items of expenditure of
wlhich the grant is composed; but the Commit-
tece have no ather function.
This rule applies to every Parliament under
British rule. As has been the nsual practice
for many years, the Supply voted in this
Bill corresponds with the expendifure for
the similar period of the last financial year.
If this proviso were permitted, the Govern-
ment would he compelied to introduce a
further Supply Bill for the same period to
make good the additional amount required
in the Bill for the selief of unemployment,
which would be increasing the burden on
the people. And what is of more import-
anve, it would also be an infringement of
the provisions of Subsection 8 of Seetion
46 of the Constitution Act, 1921, which pro-
videz as follows:—

A vote, resolution or Bill for the appropria-
tion of revenue or monevs shall not be passed
unless the purpose of the appropriation has in
the same session bheen recommended by message
of the Governor to the Legislative Assembly.
Such a message has heen read. The hon.
member for East Perth must know that as
a private member he has no right to increase
the amount designated for appropriation,
although he may move for a reduection of
that amount. The hon, member, under his
amendment, would have had a cerfain
amount appropriated for a speeial purpose,
and so the Government would have had to
bring down another Bill for the same
amount, in order to make good the defic-
ieney. The subsection (8), which I have
read, provides that the destination of the
Vote shall not be altered by a private mem-
ber unless he has a Governor's message.
The proviso clearly alters the destination of
the Vote, and is therefore out of order. I
nphold the Chairman’s ruling.

Mr. Lambert: Tf 1 were the hon. member
I would give notice of appeal.

Mr. Hughes: And yon would bring the
High Cowrt over hcre.

Commitiee resumed.
Clause put and passed.
Preainble, Title—agreed to.
Bill reported without awendment, and the
report was adopted.

Third Reuding.
Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

Sitting suspended from 6.13 to 7.30 p.m.

FEDERAL SENATE VACANCY.

Parliamentary Joint Sitting.

My, SPEAKER: I desive to announce to
members that, in furtheranee of the rese-
lution passed this afternoon, I consulted the
President of the Legislative Couneil and we
buve fixed Wednesday, the 19th August, at
4.30 pan., in the Legislative Couneil Cham-
ber, for the joint siiting of Parlimment to
elect a Senator.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Second Day.

Debate vesumed from the G6th August.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [7.32]: 1
desire at the outset to extend my sympathy
te the Premier regarding his recent illness
and to assure him that we are very pleased
to see him baek in his place in Parliament.
We desire him also to eonvey to the Min-
ister for Railways (Hon. J. C. Willeock)
our regret that he has been laid aside
through ili-health and our wish that he will
experience 4 speedy recovery. I extend my
congratulations to the new members of this
Chamher upon their election. 1t is unfor-
tunate that after every election we lose some
of our friends. While naturally their places
are alwavs filled, it is some time before we
got to know the new members quite so well,

Mr. Marshall: We are always following
in their wake,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Perhaps the hon.
member thinks T regard him as a new mem-
ber hecause I did not see him in his place
at the opening of Parliament. I extend my
congratulations to the member for Subiaco
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(Mrs. Cardeli-Oliver). It is inferesting to
note that both sides of the House are on an
equal footing regarding the presence of lady
members. I eongratulate her also upon hav-
ing got into hamess so promptly and upon
the good work she has heen earrving out in
endeavouring to provide a milk supply for
children who are really in need of it at the
city and town schools. She is doing good
work and, in addition, rendering great ser-
vice to the primary producers in encourag-
ing the nse of their surplus milk supplies.
T extend to her my thanks for what she is
doing and wish her great success in the
movement. With regard to the Government,
we have them again in charge of the Treas-
ury hench. They have not the large mgjor-
ity that they enjoyed during the preceding
Parliasment and so I presume a great deal
more care will now he cexercised on the
Government side of the Hounse than last
vear. In the previous Parliament, Opposi-
tion members felt that the numbers were
very uneven, and at times were prone to
regard their prospects of seeuving desived
alterations in legislation almost hopeless. T
remind the Government and their supporters
that to-day they are not in the happy posi-
tion of representing a majority of the people
of Western Australia.

Government Members: Oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1f the details of
votes cast at the last election are reviewed,
and allowance is made respecting those seats
that were not econtested, it will be found
that the present Government do not repre-
sent a majority of the people.

Mr. Withers: How often have any Gov-
ernment represented a majority of the
people?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Opposition
side represent a majority of the electors
at present, but unfortunately we have not
sufficient members returned fo place us in
power. I draw aitention to this faet he-
cause sonie members on the Government side
of the House desire all sorts of unfair and
unreasonable things at times, and this fact
may remind them that while they may ask
and expect those things, they are not en-
titled to them.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: You are not blaming
us for that? -

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Yes, a great deal
more than the hon. member may expeet. I
doubt whether the Labour Party had a policy
at the latest election. I read the election
speeches of the Premier and his supporters,

and T doubt very much if they had a poliey.
If there werc one, it was: Take us as we
have been during the last three years.

The Premier: I would have lost the clee-
tion if I had had a poliey.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Perhaps so.

The Premier: Of course, I say that jok-
ingly.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: It cannot be said
on this oceasion that the Government re-
ceived the endorsement of the people in re-
spect of legislation they may introduece. One
unfortunate aspeet, from the Government
point of view, was the East Perth by-clec-
tion. During the course of fhat campaign,
the Premicr was foolish enough to associ-
ate the Government with the contest. I was
interested in the report puhlished in the
“West Australian” of the 7th May last in
which the following statement appeared:—

““In this eleetion it is not a question of any

eandidate. It is not Mr. Kenneally, It is not
Mr, Hughes, It is the Government.”? With
these words the Premier (Mr. P. Collier), speak-
ing at an open-air meeting last night, identi-
fied the Government with the East Perth by-
clection ca.mpalgn, in which the Minister for
Employment is opposed by Mr. T. J. Hughess
y . ... ¢TIt is the Government,’’ he repented.
“Tf you do not want a Labour Government, if
you want to return to the corditions of three
vears ago, you know what to do.”’
As the Premier decided to make the East
Perth hy-clection a Government contest, in-
stead of a contest between two men, T pre-
sume he will be prepared to admit that the
result of the election was a vote of no-con-
fidence in the Government.

The Premier: I will resign fo-morrow!

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I do not know
that the Premier is so anxious to resign as
all that, but he will resort to these jokes of
his! We shall leave him on the Treasury
bench for a while longer until we secure
a more substantial majority than we pos-
sess at present. It is foolish to associate
a Government with a by-election becaunse if
an adverse result is recorded, it does not
reflect great eredit upon the Administration.
I was interested enough to attend one of
the East Perth election meetings to asecer-
tain what the policy of the Government was,
if it could be said that there was a policy
submitted to the electors. The policy that
was submitted to them was that there was to
be a magnificent drive along the Swan River
from Barrack-street to heyond Maylands!
I hope that the Government will accept the
decision of the East Perth electors as an in-
timation that they do not desire that work
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done. On the contrary, I hope that the
Government will remember that the Easi
Perth electors, by their deeision, endorsed
the policy that the Oppesition advanced
when we contended that if there were to
be any sueh beautification scheme along
the river foreshore, the task shonld be left
to the local authorities concerned and that
State funds ~hould not be used for such
an undertaking, I do not desive fo raise
another issue that has heen discussed
earlier, but T wounld remind the Premier
that during the Fast Perth by-election
eampaign ne question was raised about a
new State steamer for the Novth-West
eoastal run, nor was there anv reference
to duplicating the tram service to Clave-
mont or the provision of frolley buses.
We can eongratulate the Premier on his
balanced Budget. After all, we need not
be unfair, but at the same time we ¢an
claim that the Premier has been extremely
lucky. 1 have gone through the details
of the grants made available by the Com-
monwealth Government to the State last
vear, and I find that they represent a total
of £2,644,352, That is a very large amount
of money and the gitizens of this State
ought to be grateful to the Federal Gov-
ernment. :

Mr. Hegney: Was that the total for one
vear?

Hion. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. That money
represented a direct gift to the people and
has not to be repaid. No inferest has to
be paid on that amount, which does not
inelude £130,000 made available for rural
relief and the adjustment of debts. So I
consider the Government have been ex-
tremely lucky. Then again, in going over
the returns available to members, I notice
thai the Government exceeded their esti-
mated revenue by over £600,000. We pre-
dieted last year that the revenue from the
financial emergency tax would be consid-
erably more than the Premier estimated,
and I mentioned £800,000 as the probable
amount that would be wreceived by
the Government. Even my estimate
was below the return actually received.
That tax represents a big drain on
the people, but il has enabled the
Premier to balance his Budeet. I am
wondering how much longer we are going
to have that form of taxation. I am always
interested to mote that the Government

take the credit for the absorpiion of the
unemployed and for men getting back to
work. I do not know that they are en-
titled to any credit on that score; I do not
think they are. The cconomic conditions
have altered noti only in this State but
throughout Awustralia. I know what the
gold mining industry bhas done. When we
were in office there were 3,000 or 4,000
men engaged in the industry and I think
the number now is something over 12,000,

The Premier: Has that anything to do
with the poliey due to the change of Gov-
ernment?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Nothing what-
ever.,

Mr. Patrick: What about the increased
price of the product?

Hon. C. . LATHAXM: The volume of
employment is determined by the value of
the produet won from the soil. Gold has
doubled in value during that peried, and
the industry has atiracted large amounts
of ecapital to the State. It is a good invest-
ment for money and the industry provides
much employment,

The Premier: What about the amount
of assistanee your Government gave them?

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: I admit that a
great deal of assistance could not be given.
Neither did the present Covernment give
the men much assistance.

The Minister for Mines: Oh, oh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAAM : The Government
certainly obtained some money from the
Commonwealth Government and sent men
out prospecting on 15s. a week. Some-
where about £100,000 was made available
to the Minister for Mines for prospecting.

The Minister for Mines: You are a long
way ouf if vou say £100,000.

Hon, C. G, LATHIAM: Last year the
amount was £40,000 and the year before
it was £15,000 for metalliferous mining.
Some time before that there was a large
sum of monex, of which a great deal was
made available to the Minister for Mines
te assist mining.

The Minister for Lands: Bat you said
£100,000,

Hon, C, G. LATHAX:; T am referring to
the three years.

The Minister for Mines: We did not get
a shilling for two years.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister re-
ceived £40,000 last vear.
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The Minister for Mines: We did nothing
of the kind.

The Premier:
change in poliey.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: There was no
change in policy. The Premier knows that.

The Premier: Of course I know it too
well,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I should like to
peint out how the value of the product de-
termines the standard of living. No doubt
at present the mining areas provide a better
standard of living than do any other areas.

The Premier: Did you send out 2,000 men
logking for gold?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: We sent out as
many as we could with the money available.
We received omly £220,000 from financial
emergency taxation whereas last year the
Government received £827,000.

The Premier: Yon cannot put that over
me,

Hon, C. ¢, LATITAM: It is a fact.

The Premier: We shal] see.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The increased loan
funds available to the Government also
enabled them to provide a great deal more
money. I was meationing that the pros-
perity of the goldfields is duwe to the in-
creased priee obtainable for the produet and
that there is a better standard of living on
the poldfields than elsewhere in the State,
For those permnanently employed in second-
ary indunstries in the city, I admt that the
standard of living is very good, but what
about the part-time workers, the men who
to-day must be versy much bhelow the hread
line? Coming to the agrienltural areas, a
great proportion of the farmers are in a
worse position than are the people in the
city. The niggardly amount of money
allowed to the agrienlinrists of fthe State
during the last 12 months is not even a pit-
tance, A sam of £6 a month has heen the
amount for a married man on a farm and
£4 for a single man, out of which it has
been necessary to bhuy duoplicate parts and
evervthing else. If we could spend some of
last year’s surplus to assist the farming
industry, it would bring prosperity to the
State quicker than anything else.

The Minister for Lands: Your Govern-
ment gave the farmers only £1 a month.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It was not £1 a
month only. None of the money now heing
distributed comes from the State Treasurer.

The Minister for Lands: The amount was
£4 a month.

Remember there was a

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Minister for
Lands changes his mind cvery few minutes.
That is the trouble with him.

The Minister for Lands: We are giving
the farmers £6 a month.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: A little while ago
the Minister said we gave the farmers £1 a
month and new he is up to £4 a month. Pre-
sently he will make it £10 a month.

The Minister for Lands: You gave them
£4 a month and we are giving them £6 a
nonth.,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: XNone of that
money came from the State Treasurer. It
was conitributed by the other wheat farmers
of the State. If we had had this amount
distributed, it would have heen no less than
3s. 3d. per acre, the same as in the other
Btates of Australia, but the arrangements
made with the State Government were that
the wheatgrowers of this State should get
1s. 1034d. and that the balance should be a
contribution to the men in necessitous cir-
cumstances. The point I want to make is
that the Government shounld use some of the
tunds to enable the farmers to recover their
position. Even if this be termed a seifish
motive, its effect will be reflected throughout
the State. The Premier will remember the
prosperity that the State enjoved when har-
vests were large and prices were high. We
are able to say to-day that wheatgrowing is
profitable at 4s. 2d. a bushel, the price rul-
ing at present, if the farmers were in a
position to avail themselves of it. But very
little fallowing will be done in the north-
castern part of the wheat belt, or even in
other parts, because the farmer has not the
capital to enable him to do it. Therefore T
am going to ask ihat the swrplus money
which the Treasurer has

The Premicer: Which surplus?

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: The £88,000 sur-
plus at the end of the financial year. If the
figures for the first month of the current
finaneial year may be taken as an indica-
tion, the prespect is that the Premier will
end the vear with another substantial sur- .
plus.

The Premier: A good deal of the surplus
of the past year has gone to the farmers.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T looked carefully
through the figures published in the news-
paper at the end of the finaneial year and
found only £48,000. I could not traee any
more, and I should like the Premier to tell
me how he makes up the £200,000 men-
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tioned in his statement to the Press a
little while ago. T wish to impress upon
the Government that we are justified in
making money available to assist the
wheatgrowing industry, I admit thai the
money must be advanced with eare, but
it ought to be advanced, and if it were,
I belicve it would bring prosperity to the
State quicker than anything else. \When
a man attempts to buy duplicate parts and
pay for fuel for carting water and for a
hundred and one other things, he loses
heart. When he finds himgelf in finaneial
difficulties he has little heari to tackle
the work that should be done. Coming
now to the Government’s employment
policy, T do not consider that very great
efforts have heen made by the Government.
I think theirs has heen a poliey of wait
and see. No attempt appears to have been
made to absorb men into permanent em-
plorment. A great deal has been said about
nsing goods produced in Western Anstra-
lia. The figures for last year are not en-
couraging. The value of our imports for
the vear just closed exceeded that for the
previous vear hy £1,860,000. We might he
ahle fo do more in that direetion than we are
doing to-day. It is no use talking about
using Western Australian goods if we do
not enconrage people to use them.

Mr. Withers: Do you blame the Gov-
ernment for that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not want the
Government to take the eredit for solv-
ing the unemployvment problem, bheeause
it iz not yet solved. I got the figures from
Jast vear’s returns showing that in the
agevegate approximately £1,800,000 more
was sent ont of the State for overseas and
Eastern States goods than wasg the case
the year before. A considerable propor-
tion of that money could have heen kept
in the State. I admit the national ineome
has increased considerably, but if it had
gone back to what it was in 1928-29 there
would not he so many unemployed. I
thought the policy of the Government was
to get these men hack to work quickly.
That is what they advecated when they
were on this side of the House. They said
it was better to have men in full-time em-
ployment heczuze such men wonld provide
employment for others. That does not
appear to he the principle underlying the
matter to-day. The position eannot be sat-

isfactory until our agriculturists are more
prosperous, To-day they cannot employ
anyone. 1f they were more prospercus,
they could employ a number of men. The
best employment is not Government em-
ployment but that of a private nature. In
such employment men earn a great deal
more than they do with the Government,
and give a great deal more in the way of
service. I do not think the (overnment
have any agricufturai poliey. The member
for Irwin-Moore (Hon. P. D. Ferguzon)
last year stated that the (iovernment had
no agricultural conscience. He was ruite
right.

The Minister for Lands: He was sorry
for it afterwards.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yon were sorry.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
her was sorry he had spoken.

Hon. C. ¢t. LATHAM: The Government
have no agrieultural policv. The same
thing applies in the case of group settle-
ment, Parliament must do something fo
hring these industries into a more pros-
perous eondition. There can be no beiter
opportunity than is offering to-day. If
that were dene, they weould be able to ah-
sorh more men into employment, and
greater prosperity for the State would
ensue. | hope the Minister for Lands
will present to the Mouze the report upon
the operations of the board that was
appointed under the Rural Reliel Act,

The Minister for Loands: It is alveady
there.

Hon. C. G. LATHANM: T shali be glad to
sec it. Y did not know it was theve. It
is so diffieult to hear the Minister some-
times when he is speaking, especially when
a lot of talk is going on around the Cham-
her. T protest against the distribation of
the money in the manner that is heing
dong to-day. We find that the secured
creditors are veceiving up to 20s. in the
pound, and that those people who are ren-
dering great service to the man on the
land, the small storckeeper, doctors, chem-
ists, ete., only receive 2s. in the pound. A
much fairer distribution than that could
be made. Why is the secured creditor not
dealt with? Many of these people have
had their aceounts paid hy the Asseciated
Banks, and are in a happy position com-
pared with the men who have probably
rendered as much assistance to the indns-
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try but who happen to have been unse.
cured. In the other States where the
authorities are dealing with the same gues-
tion it has been necessary to find addi-
tional funds. I do not think the Govern-
ment of this State have made any attempt
to find additional money with which to
carry on those who are worth earrying on
but have had their eredit stopped. While
the Government are competing with pri-
vate industry, interest is going up. If it
goes up to six or seven per cent., these
people will have no hope of carrving on,
and might as well leave their farms to-day.

Alr. ¥. C. L. Smith: Other people, too,
have no hope of carrying oa.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They have more
hope than the farmers have. The farmers’
work has been carvied ont in the interests
of the State, and we ought to use this
money to reduce the load of debt upon
them.

The Premier: I think you are an absent-
minded young man.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I do not think so.

The Premier: I know what the Govern-
ment have done.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: What?

The Minister for Lands: We will remind
you later on.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The Minister is
always ready to remind us about some-
thing. This £1,300,000 which has been
granted to the State for three years for
the rehabilitation of our industry is an
innovation. I hope the Minister will look
into the matter and see that a better dis-
tribution of the money is made, and that
those pecple who are secured shall con-
tribute something to the rehabilitation of
the industry as well as those who are not
secured. Nothing I ean say can inform
the Government of the position more clearly
than the returns submitted to-day by the
Minister for Lands. That hon. gentleman
informed the House that on the 30th June
last there were no fewer than 2,791 farming
clients of the Agricultural Bank. That re-
presents probably one-fifth of all the famns
controlled by the Bank. There is something
radically wrong,

The Minister for Lands: How many
farms are there in the country?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Abouat 10,000.

The Minister for Lands: Wheai farms?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There ave not
many involved outside the wheat areas,

The Alipister for Lands: Arve there not?

Hon., €. G. LATHAM: There are some
in the South-West,

The Premier: How many eame into the
hands of the Bank when vou were in office?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The net increase
was 722, That figure is taken from the re-
ports of the Agrieultnral Bank. During the
last three vears defanlted seeurities in the
hands of the Bank increased by 1,576. That
should inform the Government that some-
thing is radically wrong. Everv time a
defanited security comes inte the hands
of the Bank, it depreciates the valnes of
the seeurities operated by the Bank.
How often has the Minister for Agrieul-
ture been through the agriewltural areas in
the last year? He hias not been through the
drought-stricken areas onee, except to a
show last year, and he could not devote much
time to it then, because the House was sit-
ting.

The Premier: And he may know more
than vou know when yon attend a show
surrounded by a lot of your supporters.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : The Premier may
interjeet like that if ke wishes. If a Minis-
ter wants first-hand information, he must
o into the country himself, It is all very
well to get paper information. When the
Premier wants to know something about the
mining industry, he goes to have a look at
it. How often has ihe Minister for Lands
visited the group seftlement areas to study
the problems and difficulties there? If he
has heen, it was only to make a hurried
trip so that the settlers did not see him.
I have been told that that was the case
Ministers should go to the agricultural areas
and study the problems confronting the
farmers, and so get a personal understand-
ing of their diffieulbies.

The Minister for Lands: T think T have
a problem of my own.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The Minister has
never encouatered the problems these people
have to meet. I liave heard the Minister
talk, in this Chamber, about his ragged
trousers and other difficulties; but the con-
ditions of to-day are totally different. The
national debt is now heaped on to every-
thing produced and purchased by the far-
mer. Formerly a pound was worth a good
deal more than it is worth to-day. At pre-
sent to obtain eredit is an utterly different
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thing from what it was when the Minister
for Lands was a boy. Since he has grown
up, he has had no trouble whatever with
regard to his farm.

The Minister for Lands:
von!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have not spent
the length of time in this Chamber that
the Minister has, While Parliament ts in
recess, it is falr for Ministers to go ont and
see what the problems of the industry arve.
There would not be half the trouble in the
uvronp settlements that there is to-day if
Ministers would go out and meet the set-
tlers.

The Premier: The Minister should go out
and meet the settlers?

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Yes. Why not?

The Premier: Becanse that is outside the
provinge of Ministers.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Why is it ont-
side the provinee of Ministers?

The Promier: Because of the Agricul-
tural Bank Aect.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I anticipated
that. I wish to find out who determines the
agricoltural poliey of this State. Is it the
Agrieuitural Bank Board now? That would
he an ahsolute innovation. Is there any
Government poliey in regard to the matter?
Have the Government appointed an Aeri-
cultural Bank Board of Commissioners to
determine Agmenlteral Bank poeliey and
group settlement policy?

The Premier: No. Be fair!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
determine the poliey?

The Premier: The board were appointed
under an Act passed by this Parliament.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: But not appointed
to fix poliey.

The Premier: It would suit you all right
to 2o down there and make promises to
the settlers.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: I have never made
any such suggestion. But at least Ministers
might go down and see personally what the
problems are. Then the settlers would have
a great deal more confidence in the Gov-
ernment than they have ab present.

The Premier: These Ministers will not do
that. You are most unfair,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am not unfair.

The Premier: Outrageously unfair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am not out-
rageously unfair. I am fair.

XNeither have

The Premier: The old game of political
influence in the Agricultural Bank which
suits vour Party all right!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Does it snit our
Party all right? 1 say definitely that the
Government are responsible for peliey and
that they ought to go into the countrv and
see what the problems are.

The Premier: Be honest.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am honest.

The Premicr: You are not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM; What I contend
now having listened to the Premier is that
the Agricultural Bank Board were appointed
to accept responsibility for evervthing. How-
ever, they will not do so while I am herve.

The Premier: Did you not know what was
in the Bill?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premicr and
his Ministers are responsibie for policy.

The Premier: Did you not understand the
Bill when it went through?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I tried to get the
Minister for Lands to undersiand ift. No
Minister of the Crown is going to shelve
responsibility on to me.

The Premier: You won’t gei away with
that elaptrap!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The Premier can
be offensive but that furnishes no reply to
what T say.

The Premier: You can go for vour life!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am on the side
of the group settler. I say that to-day he
is very badly treated.

The Premicr: Are you on his side whether
he is right or wrong?

Hon. C. G, LATHAXM: It is about time
that members of the Government went down
to the groups and saw what the position
really is.

The Premier: Are you with the settler,
right or wrong?

Hon. C. G. LATHADM : We have the pre-
sent Chairman of the Agricultural Bank
Commission saying, “This is only the work
of a few agitators.” I remember him when
he sat in this Chamber and talked about
agitators. Was there ever in this State a
higger agitator than he used to he? There
never was a bigger agitator in Western Aus-
tralia. I will say there is no man in this
State who did more agitating in the inter-
ests of the workers than that gentleman
did. And now he attacks settlers who trv
to defend their rights. He knows they have
no income and have had no chance of get-
ting an income. Yet he demands payments
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from them before they have had a chanee
to get any money. That is perfectly true.

The Premier: Perfectly wrong.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: The same demand
iz made on the agrieulturists. The Premier
says it is their responsibility. The Gov-
ernment have to acecept the responsihility.
They may have put through an Aet of Par-
liament, but I cannot forget the gentleman
sitting here knowing wvery well, while the
Bill went through, that he might accept the
position of chairman, a £2,000 a vear joh.

The Premier: That is 2 divty thing to say.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Is it%

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM : There will be more
said about it presently., T will not allow it
to be stated that I used this question for
political elaptrap.

The Premier: That is worthy of you.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I gave the chair-
man a chance. He has had 12 months, yet
he has never beer in the farming Qistriets
to see what the position is there. When the
Bill in question was going through, the
argument of the Minister for Lands was that
the former trustees did not travel enough,
did not meet their clients. 'What have these
Commissioners done? They have never been
to the agrieultural distriets at all. T want
to know who determines the agricultural
policy of this State. Is it the hoard, or
is it the Government? I maintain that the
responsibility is that of the Government.

The Minister for Mines: It is nearly time
the people of this State rose up and said
that no more money was to be squandered.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In reply to that
interjection I suggest to the Minister that
he look after the Mines Department. IHe
knows nothing about agriculture.

Mr. Marshall: He probably knows more
about it than vou do.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Hon. members
opposite ave getting a little annoyed, but
there is no justification for it. In the pre-
sent position there is something radieally
wrong. The Mimister for Mines talks that
sort of stuff but does bhe know what the agri-
culturists provide for this State? Who does
he think provided the cash for the buildings
in the eity of Perth?

The Minister for Mines: The workers on
the zoldfields, and the price of gold, proh-
ahly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: What about the
time when the goldfields were depopulated?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber had better address the Chair,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am frying to,
8ir. I say definitely that the Government
have got to ascept respensibility for agri-
caltural poliey and group settlement policy,
responsibility for the sonth-wesltern portion
of the State, When the seftiers there are
placed in a position of being able to do some
good for themselves, we shall all reap the
benefit of it. It is no use to say that the
farmer is wrong. If this were a business
proposition, there would not bhe one of those
farms on the hands of the Government. It
is not g profitable investment: otherwise the
farms would be taken up. Surely that is a
reply to the argument used on the opposite
side. It is useless to say that the farmers
and group settlers are wasters.

The Premier: YWho said that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt has been said
repeatedly.

The Minister for Mines: T have not heard
it.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Min-
ister for Mines has been deaf for a long
time,

The Minister for Mines: If so |

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! The Minister
for Mines will keep order.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The chairman of
the Bank Commission said that this way
the work of agitators. Of cowrse he was
qualified te express himself on flie subject
of agitatoys.

The Minister for Mines: And you are
qualified to eall the seitiers wasters. Yon
are the only man that ever called them that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Certain gentle-
men are so unaccustomed to speak the truth
that one wearies of {aking notice of them.

The Premicr: It is the first time in vour
life that you have supported agitators.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: [ contend they
are nat agitators. There must be some rea-
son for their trouble, for you eculd not
eet them all to eome out without a cause
for it. Let the Minister go down there and
see what the trouble is. The scttlers are
not feroeious people; they will meet him
without violence.

The Minister for Lands: I have been
down theve dozens of times and 1 know the
position well.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Well, why not try
to do something for the scttlers?

The Minister for Lands: It is a matter
for the Bank.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And the Bank
authorities say they eannot do anything, I
think of that enterprise of sending 21
policemen to eviet a1 man and his wife and
seven children! T do not know the facts of
the case, hut it seems extraordinary ihat
a man who used to stand in this Ifouse
amd put up argumenis agninst that kind of
acfion should send 21 policemen to evict n
man and his wife and seven children.

The Premier: The Minister for Lands,
who has been there se  often, knows much
more about the mailer than vou do. You
are playving to the gallery.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If T am playing
to the gallery—which T do not admit—TI am
not the only one to do that sort of thing,
I say the Premier was playing to the gal-
lery when he was going to solve the agri-
culturists’ problems by writing a cheque for
£100,000. He said he was going to the
Loan Couneil about it. That was not play-
ing to the gallery, was it? No, ol course
not. But [ say here is the Premier’s chance
now to write out a eheque for £1.00,000 and
put the group settlers in a position to make
gond. The chance is here now, and all that
is verquired is for the Government to say to
those settlers, “Yon shall have six months’
exemption from intevest, after which you
will he charged 3 per cent. for five years,
and after that you will have lo get on your
farms and on your fect.” Then we should
e providing money for the State, hecause
those settlers would have the means where-
by to meet their commitments. Ilowever,
L am nof to he told that the trouble down
there is cansed by one or two individuals.
It is all right for the Premier to say it is
propaganda, but he knows it is quite true.
Another contention respeeting the producers
will probably annoy the Premier still {wor-
ther. T say he bad no right to associate
himself  with the James case before the
Privy Council. T think it was in 1926 thag
a Bill was introduced in this Fouse to pro-
vilde for the marketing of dried fruits. No
one¢ knows better than the Premier the greuat
heneticial effect that has had on the fruii-
growing industry, for it converted a de-
pressed industry into one of reasonable pros-
perity. I give the Government credit for
having done that. iast year or the year
hefore, we bad introduced another Bill, to
give the dairymen the same right to market
their produce. But we knew very weli in
1926 that if over the position was tested we
could not keep out from this State dricd

{3]

fruits coming from other States. Indeced,
the TFederal Governmenr were approached
by the State Governinents of Australia and
asked to pass suppuementary legislation.

The Minister for Lands: Not by us.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T think the pre-
mier represented vou in South ustralia.

The Premier: Not a Int of it.

ITon. C. G. LATHAM: I know it was
one of the Alinisters. I feel certain it was
the Minister for Lands. He knew it was
neeessary to have supplementary legislalion.
I can quite understand Mr. Ogilvie, the
Premier of Tasmania, stonding np, hut his
State, Tasmania, had nething to gain, In
that it is situated cquite differently from
Western Australin.  Why did not our Pre-
mier associate himeelf  with JMr. Forgan

Smith, the Premier of Queensland?  Sun-
ply  because 1Ar. TForgan Smith said
it was necessary to have this addi-
tional legislation. It is extraordinary

that after passing legislation te help our
dried fruit industries, and after seecing
the result of it, we should find money to
brief counsel and so associate ourselves
with a hand of merchants.

The Premier: T will answer that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, T want an
answer to it .

The Premier: And I will give it to you.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In Tasmania they
have no dried fruits, and in consequence

the price of dried fruits went up. Again,
they had no export of butter. Certainly
their dairymen received a little benefit

from that legislation, but Mr. Ogilvie’s
State does not export any butter, and so
1 ean quite understand his saying that they
had nothing to gain exeept increasing the
price of goods to their own people, and had
te import those goods from other States.
I can understand Mr. Ogilvie’s attitude,
hut T cannot understand the attitude of this
State. To get any bencfit from the pre-
sent situation, we shall have to agree to
amend Seection 92 of the Commonwealth
Constitution Act.

The Premier: Have
that section?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes.

The Premier: Yet vou do not under-
stand why T objected.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T could quite un-
derstand it if Section 92 was being used
exclusively by the Federal Government;

vou ever studied
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but they only eame into it on the advice
of the States.

The Premier: That is not right.

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: Yes, this legis-
lation was passed in this State before the
Federal Government came into it,

The Premier: You do not understand
Section 92,

Hon, C. . LATHAM: Of course I do.
Seetion 92 was never used, except for the
benefit of the States.

The Premier: It could have been used
against them.

Hon. C. G. LATIHAM: But it never was
g0 used.

The I'remier: It could he so nsed in the
future,

Hon. C. (- LATHAM: That would be
the time to take the action, if the see-
tion were being abused. It would not be
too late. What 1 am worried about is
that we have built up a degree of pros-
perity for certain of our primary pro-
ducers and, unfortunately, it has been torn
down by the decision of the Privy Couneil.
T do not know whether we can make up
some patchwork of it between the States,
huat eertainly if any merchant decides to
unload produce on this State, he ecan do
it in spile of us, whereas under that legis-
lation we did have some protection. This
hrings me to the question of a home con-
sumption price for wheat. It was intro-
duced by the Federal CGovernment last
vear to assist this State to get a hetter
price for those of our farmers who are
producing wheat, to give them some eom-
pensation for the high prices they had te
pay for their purchases from sheltered in-
dustries. That was the intention, but this
has broken it down. I do not believe in an
excise duty on whent; I do not think it
is fair, beeause if the exeise duty is fixed
during a session of Parliament and the
price of wheat goes up, the consumer will
be called upon to pay the extra charge. Tt
is all right for the Premier to shake his
head.

The Premier: You know yon arc talking
rubbish.

Hon. C. G. LATHAXM: I am not
talking rubbish. The Premier did not rea-
lise what he was doing when he assoecinted
himselt with one of the States fhat was
getting no benefit at all from the legisla-
tiom.

The Premier: Oh yes, I know.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Af any rate T
hope that our dried fruit and dairying in-
dustries will not be allowed to revert to the
chaotic eonditions that obtained prior to the
introduction of that legislation. I am
anxious that the Government shall safeguard
the position. It is too late to complain,
but it was certainly annoying to find the
Premier associating himself with outside in-
terests to defeat legislation that his Govern-
ment introdueed and whieh he supported.
That is the effect of the appeal to the Privy
Couneil.

Mr. Thorn: The Premier hobnobhing with
capitalistic merchants!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: ¥ want to ask the
Minister for Agrieulture if he proposes to
carry ouf his threat announced on the 13th
July last when he intimated that he would
not reeceive any more deputations until the
end of the year. If he intends to adhere
to that attitude, every smau)l trouble that
could easily he settled im his offiecc will have
to be dealt with on the floor of this MHonse.
The Premiecr and I have been members of
this Chamber for many years and I do not
think either he or I can rememher any
other Minister refusing to receive deputa-
tions hetween July and the end of the year,
Even the Premier himself wonld not adopt
such an attitude. TDoes the Minister for
Agriculture propose to adhere to his threat?

Mr. Thorn: I do not think he meant it.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T certainly hope
he did not. It will simply mean that many
pettifogging arguments will have to he
thrashed out here whereas they c¢ould he
dealt with easily in his office. If he adheres
te his threat he will do something that has
never been heard of hefore in this State.
I hope he will reconsider his attitude. Per-
haps he is overworked. I do nol know why
the Premicr gave him so many departments
to administer. He is in charge of agrieul-
ture, education, police, the North-West and
in addition, I think, exercises general super-
vision.

The Premier: And he holds them down
just as well as you leld down one depart-
ment.

Hon. C. G. LATHADM: That may be so,
but I certainly did not shut my door to the
wvencral public for six months of the year.

The Premier: At any rate he is holding
down all those jobs as well ag you held down
ane,
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Hon. €. (. LATHAM: Perhaps so.

My, Wilson: He does not want to wasie
time,

Mr. SPEREARER: Order!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If I dosire to
introduce a deputation to the Minister for
Agriculture, I shall expect him to receive
us. I do not say that I shall fix the date
and time: that will he for the Minister to
determine.

Hon. . D. Ferzuson: He will probably
make an exception hi vour ecase.

Ton. ., G. LATHAM: Next I want to
make a compinint regarding the refusal of
the Agricultural Depaitment to supply in-
formation to a newspaper published in the
Eastern States. The “Land” newspaper of
Sydrey ¢communieated with the Agricultural
Department on the 7th March last with a
request that information, to be contained in
ahout 400 words, should be supplicd by the
officers of the Agricultural Department re-
garding varions phases of agriculture in this
State. There was no suggestion as to what
information was to he submitted but the de-
sire was that the information should ha pub-
lished in the Sydney journal. The Director
of Agrienlture (Mr. Sutton) repiied to the
Associate Editor of the “Land” newspaper
on the 18th March as follows:—

T have te acknowledge receipt of your letter
dated the 7th inst., asking to he supplied with
certnin information regarding varipus phases
of agriculfure in this State. I regret having
to advise that it will not be possible o arrange
for offiecrs of this department to eomply with
vour reruest.

The Premier: Is not that paper the official
ovgan of the political Country Party of New
South Wales?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not know that
it is.

The Premier: Of course you know.

Ton. €. G. LATHAJM: Even if it be so,
the jonrnal has a cirenlation. Does the Pre-
mier suggest that if I had some in-
formation of intercst to the workers, T
should not use the official medium of
the workers of this State? Of course
I would do so. If the “Land” ecirvculates
amongst the agriculturists of New South
Wales, should not the Direetor of the
Agricultural Department avail himself of
the invitation and thereby use the paper
as a means by which to advertize this
State? There was no cquestion of pay-
nment for the insertion of the information,

-t

The Dyemicr: Surely it is the job of
your Pelitiral party to supply such infoe-
mation, did not that of Government ofli-
cers or a flevernment department,

Hen. €. G. LATHAM: There is a ditfer-
ence hetween a political party 2nd the
agtivities of the Agricultural Department.
All the paper desired was some informa-
tion ahout agriculture in Western Austra-
lin, The Minister had 2 wonderful oppor-
tunity to advertise the State and had he
availed himsetf! of that opportunity, it
might have been the means of disposing
of some of our vaeant farms to people
new in New South Wales.

The Minister for Employment: Why Jid
not the paper employ a journalist to supply
the information?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Why
every paper do so?

The Minister for Employment: They do.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Deeidedly they
do not. TFrequently the departmental offi-
cials nre comununicated with by various
journals asking for information. Then
again the informatien that would have
been supplied by the ngrieultural officials
might possiblv have heen more reliable. It
seems to me that a golden opportuniiy was
missed to secure an advertisement in the
Sydney paper. We have the ‘“Agricultural
Gazette’’ published departmentally, and I
should think the editor of that journal
could have furnished clippings if he had not
time to type out the mere 400 words that
were desired. It was certainly bad busi-
ness and displayed a lack of ecourtesy.
There iz a clamour for land in New South
Wales and T noticed the other day thab
over 1,000 applications had heen reecived
ior one block. Here we have abundant
land available for settlement and the Min-
ister for Agrieulture should have availed
himself of this opportunity to scenre an
adlvertisement.

The Premier: What State was that int

Hen, €. . LATHAM: In New South
Wales. If the Minister had availed him-
self of this opportunity to seeure a good
advertisement for the State, he might have
disposed of a number of our vaeant pro-
perties. There iz no demand locally be-
cause of the smallness of our population.
The goldfields absorbed a large number of
our people who might have taken up iand
and in the circumstances a golden oppor-

does not
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tunity was missed. I hope the Minister
will see to it that such an incident does
not reeur. Now I desire to refer to the
question of starting price betting.

The Premier: Something over which your
Government had no contvol?

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: That ean be said
of the present Government, but to a preater
degree. Judging by the reports that
appear every Monday in the ‘“West Aus-
tralian,’” this form of activity has beeome
a means of revenue to the present Jov-
ernment. I do not know whether the Aet
requires to be altered, but certainly it looks
to me, having regard to the fines collected
every week, that something should be done.

The Premier: 1t is the same old Act.

Hon. €. . LATHAM: There is a differ-
ence hetween what we did and what the
Government are deing. The Premier knows
that we arrested men who frequented these
betting places, and they were taken to the
lock-up and fined £1 for having been on
premises used for the purposes of gamb-
ling.

The Premier: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course, that
was the position. We arrested nof only
the men who were running the premises,
hut those who were there for the purpose
of beiting. That was stopped.

The Premicr: The GGovernment bave
given no instrunctions whatsoever to the
police.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then I want to
know why the police have altered their
methods. I do not know whether the Com-
missioner of Police has drawn his Minis-
ter’s attention to the fact that they arve
not preventing starting price activities by
any means. Evidently the business is illegal,
and the fines are imposed to prevent
individuals from ecarrving it on. It is
not preventing them at all. I will not
support any Bill having for ifs object the
legalising of hetting shops in the city, but
if it is the Government's intention that
there should he legalised betling shops, let
us have the measure. If not, for poodness’
sake, let the Government use means to stop
the betting, and not permit the continwance
of the present state of affairs in order 1o
collect revenue.

The Premier: That is worthy of you!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Every Mcnday
there is a large sum of money collected from

that source, and the legislature never in-
tended that should be so. The fines were
not enaeted for that purpose; they were
cnacted to deter people from betting. The
Commissioner of Police should inform the
Minister that the fines are no deterrent and
that some other means should be adopted
to prevent such betting,

Mr. Lambert: What would you suggest
as an altevnative?

Mr. Withers: Would yon reduce the fines?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Probably the
member for Bunbury would reduce the fines.

Mr. Hughes interjected.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am told that
there is an arrangement amongst starting
price bookmakers under which they pool a
gertain amount of money every week and
pay the fines from that fund.

The Minister for Mines: That is inside
information of which I know nothing,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Does the Minister
for Mines infer that he knows everything
that is to be known about slarting price
betting? I do not think any Minister knows.
everything about it. The Minister for Mines.
shonld not interject in that way. If start-
ing price betting is against the law, it is
tune we stopped it. If necessary, we should
tighten up the law.

The Minister for BMines interjected.

Hon. C. G. LATIIAM: The men who
go along to the starting price bookmakers
with their few shillings are those who are
paying the fines. The Premier s aware
of that, and T know he does not desire its
continuance. He is asg strongly opposed to
this sort of thing as I am.

The Premier: 1 know there has been no
departurc from the practice adopted when
you were in office.

Hon, C. G LATITAM: I do nof know
whether there has been or not, but it is time
something was done.

The Premier: 1 assure you there has not
been any departure.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T will also show
the Premicr, when a suitable opportunity
accurs, that men were arrested during our
time in office, and that this is not bheing
done to-day.

The Premier: It happened all along when
vou were in offiee.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: But I say we
arresled people. I do not know whether in-
structions were given to the police to re-
frain from making arrests, In our time
people were frequently arrested for the
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offence, and a nolse wns made in the House
about it on one occasion. The police said
they had to make arvests because otherwise
it was difficult to zct the names of offen-
ders; they could not rely upon ihe names
given in the shops. To-day they are not
making arrests. 1 consider that a lot of
people would be deterred from patronising
those places if the police made arrests,

M. Marshall: Did the police make
arrests during your regime for illegal bet-
ting on ragecourses?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The hon. member
knows they did not.

Mr, Marshall: Why not?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That has not been
done for a long time. Of course, the mem-
her for Murchison is quite right.  Legally,
I Delieve that people are not entitled to
bet an racecourses, but suecessive Covern-
ments have taxed the bookmakers on their

operations, and that has lheen fan-
tamount to admiiting their right to
bet on racecourses. I wish to cor-
rect  a  statement or  two  made by

the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Styants).
I desire to extend to the hon. member lati-
tude similar to that extended to me when I
first entercd this House. After all, the hard-
headed members usually treat the newer
members kindly. The hon. member slated
that the hasiec wage employecs on the gold-
fields should not be subjeet fo the provi-
sions of the financial emergency tax, that
the Bill introduced in 1934 provided exemp-
tion for workers on the basie wage, but was
altered. That stalement is not eorrect.

Alr, Styants: Neither is your statement.
I did not say 1934.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am referring
to 1934 and 1933, in which years Bills were
introduced. In 1934, the Bill introduced
by Mr. McCalluom provided for a rate of
4. in"the pound where the amount of sal-
ary or wages was £3 12s. per week or more,
and did not excecd £4 10s. a week “in the
case of a person who proves to the satis-
faction of the Commissioner that he is regu-
larly maintaining or contributing to the
maintenance of one or more members of his
family who is or are resident and domiciled
in Western Australia” In the Bill intro-
dueed by the Premier on the 1lih Scepfem-
ber, 1935, the wording was exactly the sane.
1f the hon. member, as a student of poli-
tics on the goldfields, gathered the impres-
gion that another place altered the measure,
I wish to tell him that was not so. The

Bill was passed in another place without
amendinent.

Mr, Styants: The goldfields worker on the
basic wage pays the tax, but not so the
worker in the metropolitan area.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Anyone reeciving
over £3 12s. pays the tax, but it is idle to
blame another place for making an alera-
tion when in fact it made no alteration. The
Bill was passed by hoth Houses as in-
troduced by the Government. If the hon.
member wishes to give cffect to his ideas, he
will have to move for an exemption above
the basie wage. The hon. member also ex-
pressed a desire that a fair rents Bill should
be introduced because people on the gold-
fields were paying £2 a weck for old houses
constrineted of weatherboard and serap-iron.
1€ that is so, there is a wonderful invest-
ment offecing to  anybody possessekl of
money. There must he something radically
wrong; otherwise the opening would have
attracted a good deal of eapital. L€ the hon.
meniher seeures the passaze of legislation
for a fair rents court on the goldficlds, it
might have the effect of deterring hunilding
and thus people of the goldfields will find
themselves in a still more diffienit position,
[t would be hetter fo get the Government
to agree to a Bill, such as that introduced
in another place last year, providing for
the ervection of workers’ homes on the gold-
fields. Since then the Premier las agreed
to the propesal, and, under his instructions,
40 homes have been built.

The Premier: T have not instructed the
board.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premicr in-
vited the members of the board to go to the
goldfickds; there was a Friendly gathering,
and they said they would build homes there.

The Premier: I was not present.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I think the Pre-
micer invited them to go to the goldfields.

The Premier: Yes, I did.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And they built
40 honses. It s=eems to me that should he
a very good investment for the Workers’
Homes Board. While T do not suppose it
would pay to build elaborate houses there,
secing that the goldfields are a doubtful pro-
position—when the price of =zold iz up,
houses are built, and when the price of gold
falls, houses are pulled down and cartee
awar—a cheap class of comfortable cottaze
could be provided, and I think the Workers’
Homes Board mirht undertake the work.
That appears to he the best remedy. The
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board should build another 100 or 150 homes,
au] thus the diffienlty would be overcome. A
rental of £2 a week for a house built of
weatherboard and serap iron is too much,
bui a fair rents court might have an effect
the reverse of what the hon. member desires.
1 offer Lhai suggestion in a friendly spirit
to the hon. member, and warn him that care
1s neeessary.  As fo the Transport Board,
1 wisgh to tell the Minister that T am abso-
Iately and keenly disappointed in that body,
Mr, Withers: Tn what way? '
Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Here in the city
they are making no provision at all in
many places for transport. I do not wish
the memher for Nedlands, who is absent,
to think that T am trespassing on his pre-
serves, but in that suburh people are being
foreed tp Dbuild garages and unse motor
ears. A little while ago an alteration was
male for a bus service to Clavemont, and
one would have thought that the huses would
have taken the route along which the
people live.  Instead of that, the buses ave
n down a roud with long golf links on
one side and the people have to eross the
golf eonrse in order to use the buses. A
street further down passes through the
heart of the suburb and would have been
the more convenient route for the bus. 1
should like the Jlinister to have a look
at that route and say whether he wonld
in o bus service theve. If people have
a few pounds to spare, they will huy a
enr, and thos traflic congestion in the city
will be inercased. The Transport Board
onghf to take into consideration the traf-
fie congestion in the city, and ought to look
at these places and provide the faeilities
‘where thev are wanted. That would be
chenper for all concerned. Evidently the
board has decided that our apiarists may
cart their hees by truek, and may trans-
port their honey tv the place where it is
Areated, clarified, cte.
The Minister for Works: Had you not
Detter leave that to the member for Swan?
Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This applies to
my awn distriet. Immediately the apias-
irts desire to mavket their honey, they have
to send it by train, heeause they are not
allowed to send it by motor truck, The
result is that these people will be forced
to establish depots in the eity. We do
not want that. I hope the Minister will
Jook lnto that question and see that it
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would be much better if industries of this
nature could be maintained in their own
district. D’eople importing honey have an
advantage over the locnl produneers, in that
they have only to ship it to Fremantle
and put it straight on the market. The
local producers, on the other hand, have
to send their honey by train whereas it
could be Far more conveniently transported
hy inotor truck. It is o small induostry, but
it is worth while assisting. 1 should like
the Minister for Health to furnish us with
a statement regarding the Hospital Fund,
Why should the Perth Hospital have to
ask people of the State te cat stew on
Sunday? 1 know the Minister is verw
jealons regarding the fund he e¢vntrols.
Some six vears ago, when he was Minister
for Healtl befvre, he got from the Trea-
sury £110,000 with which te maintain his
hospitals, and he did very well with the
limited means at his disposal.

The Minister for Health: Is that all I
got?

Hon. . G. LTATHAM: Yes.

The Minister for Health: What abont
the £46,000 from the entertainments tax?

Hon. €. (. LATITAM: He did get
£38,000, but the Fees that were then col-
leeted from the hospitals went into gen-
cral revenue, and the two amounis practie-
ally balanced.

The Minister for Health: Did they?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: The hospital fund
must be worth close on £200,000 annually
now.

The Minister for Health: Approximately
that this year.

Hon, C. ¢. LATHAX : And yet one of the
most important hospitals in the State haz
to ask the people to cat stew on Sunday
although they have been taxed all through
the year to support the hospital.  There
must be someihing wrang that there should
he this shortage in hospital revenua. There
ought to be suffieient money coming in {o
maintain our hospitals decently. If there
is not sufficient money the Lotteries Com-
mission ought to bhe able to assist in the
maintenance of the haospital.

The Minister for Health: Are they not
doing so0?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I would point out
that that is merely a voluniary form of iax-
ation. The Government do get £60,000 out
of it. I know that money does not go into
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Consolidated Revenue, bub it relieves the
Treasury in many ways through not having
te give so much to charities, orphanages, and
the like,

The Premier: The principles of the Act
have not been nltered. They are the same
as they ever were.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : They are the same,
but they have not been carried out.

The Premier: They have been earried
out.

Hon. C., G. LATHAM: The Minister for
Health knows that they have not been ear-
ried out. I told him last time the Bill came
before us that we ought to amend the Act.
[ did not desire to create the impression
thal I was arguing against the Act, beeause
some of the objeets on which money was
beinz spent were worthy of support.

The Premier: Are vou tatking of the Lot-
leries Comimission or the hospital?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T am talking of
the Lolteries Commission at the moment.

The Premier: I was referring to hospi-
tals.

Mr, SPEAEKER: There are too many con-
versations going on in the Chamher.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The only thing 1
am going to blame the Treasurer for is that
he unleaded the Wooroloo Sanatorium upon
the Minister for ITlenlth.

The Premier: Was that not a legitimate
thine to do?

Hon. C. G. DATIEAM: If so we might
unload other institutions vpon the Health
Department.

The Premier: Last vear £15,000 extra was
added to the Hospital Vote to make up for
that.

Hon. G. G. LATITAM: When I brought
(his question up last year the Minister said
he would get it back somchow.

The Premier: And he did get it back.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am glad he did.

The Minister for Idealth: You ought to
have known better than to say what you
did hecause the report on the quesiion was
on the Table of the House.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I knew what was
sot out in the Estimates. T knew what hap-
pened last vear. There was no item on the
Estimates for this amount.

The Premier: T had to find £15,000.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I knew the Min-
ister for Iealth would get his own back. 1t
iz not fair that the people shonkd he asked
to make an additional contribution to the
Perth Hospital when already thex are taxed

1%2d. in the pound. This tax was imposed
to gbviate any cadging for hospital pur-
poses. I do not know what the new arvange-
ments are, but I think the sconer we wvet
baek to the old arrangements the better, in-
stead of asking the people to eat stew on
Sunday.

The Minister for Health: We are worse
off now than when you interfered. You are
absolutely responsible for the shortage of
money becanse of the Bilt you brought down.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We will give the
AMinister the opportunity to go back to the
old posilion when the Bill eomes before us
I daresay he will give his support
Of course

again,
now for the repeal of the tax.
the Premier will net he with me.

The Premier: Of course not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We will
whether the Minister will help us.
knows le is wrong.

The Minister for Health: I am not wrong.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Of course he is.
How else would he get £200,000 a year into
his own hands to do what he liked with?
Before that he alwavs had Lo go to the Treas-
urer, just ag 1 had to do.

The Minister for ITealth: You were not
too successful.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: No, beeause there
was ne money then. To-day the Premier
kas the monoy.

The Premier: Do not put it back upom
me.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premier has.
threatened me with all sorts of things this
evening. T hope in his reply he will agree
that what I have said is corvect. IEf I am
wrong 1 shall be pleased to apologise. I do
ask him to give a litfle more consideration,
particularly to the agriecultural and allied
industries in the future,

The Minister for Health: I hope yowr
statements in eonnection with other depart-
ments are more correct than they have hicen
in connection with mine.

On motion by Mr. North, debate ad-
journed.

see
He

fouse adjourned at 8.43 p.m.



